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Cranberry Harvest**Down

By MORAG MACLACI'ILAN

Move over strawberries and
blueberries..
son. )

Dry pickers are finishing up

- their harvest, while other grow-

ers continue to flood their bogs.-

it’s cranberry sea-. {_

Soon, residents will be able to -

purchase bernes on the side of &

the road.’

down from early predtcuons‘
Jeffrey LaFleur, the executiye

Cranberry
Assoctanon, said the USDA -
estimated 1.7 million barrels of
-cranberries would be harvested -
this year in Massachusetts.

LaFleur said .actual numbers
lean more toward about 1.5
million barrels /That’s down
from last year’s harvest of 1 8
- million barre]s. T o
- ‘Itsa good quahty fruit, but -

the size is not there,’f LaFleur -

said.

Local - dry plcker :Farle
Ricker of Mayﬂower Street,
said his. crop was down from

However, this year’s crop is ‘_

director- ‘of the Cape Cod =™°
"~ " Growers’

W shouse o color.

“We re down about 20to 25
percent," Rlcker, a thrrd gener-’
ationgrower, sard “‘It s partly
due to the weather.”” - -

- LaFleur sa.td mother nature
played arole’in the ‘diminished -
crop The cool, damp spring
may have negauvely impacted -

pollmauon ‘LaFleur said the -
hot simmer with'55 days of no'

ram also affected the harvest. e

*chker said the muggy pxck- :
ifig Season was, uncomfortable.’

A]though thé' "beiries ‘were
small, Ricker said the quality of '

this’ fresh fruit'i$"good. He' is” .

already ‘done prglnn

bérries and thén i)ut them into

storage to color. “Ricker said -

wet- harvest bogs ‘color before

the betries are picked.
“Berry ._dévélopment is

" about a week*late this year,™

" Ricker said. “The early berries

_ were off. The late berries, the

~.Howe - variety,"*wére  pretty
g good, but they drdn’t make up

e ,)

forit” ¢
Over on Temple Sneet. Stan
erry “of X% "‘Merryland

g his crop bt
‘because dry pxckers gather their -

ing double last year ’s numbers.
That’ s, because ‘he didn’t har-
vest as much last year due to an

- oversupply in the market.

“You couldn’t make a living
from cranberriés,” Merry said.
“The price dropped from $100
a barrel to $10 to $12 a barrel.”

Merny's ‘crew of four men
dry picks'a type of cranberry
- called Stevens. That supply has
been ptcked ‘and will soon be
“available for purchase beside
“the "bog. ‘on ‘the corner of
“Temple and Chunch streets.
“We ‘sell -about 10 percent

‘“de‘” Mér‘r“y said.”
Merry also supphes Ocean
Spray With berries. His wet har-
vest ™ of ‘Early - Blacks _ and
-Howes are sull betng harvest-

ed o .:7 .

‘LaFleur said about 25 per-
- cent of the country’s cranberry
crop - comes from
Massachusetts, Duxbury is
- home "to_about 379 -acres ‘of
cmbeuy’l?o'“lihfFleur said
that humber has creasedsmce
1996 when 339 acres of land in
Duxbury were *used for cran-




